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Figure 1: View along the pensioners’ cottages (Source: EHP site visit 08/05/13)
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Assessment of significance

Cultural Heritage Criteria

criterion a
the place is important
in demonstrating the

ewodution or pattern of

Queensland’s histony

The Grove Street Pensioners’ Cottages, constructed in 19534,
demonsirate the widespread movement to provide affordable
housing for old aged pensioners in the 1940s-50s5 in Queensland.
Pensioners’ Cottages schemes, which were built by local
authorities with the aid of a State Government subsidy offered
from 1946, were an important social welfare initiative that allowed
pensioners to lead independent lives in the districts where they
had always mesided, and were an aliemative to aged care
institutions.

The Grove Street cottages, the first of their type 1o be built in
Caims, set the standard for pensioner accommodation in the
region at the time and have been continuously occupied since
their completion.

criterion b

the place
demaonsirates rare,
UNCOEMIMCe or

The cottages are a rare sunviving example of a complete and
largely intact 1950s pensioners' cofttages scheme built by a local
authority and subsidised by the state. Most of these original

%ﬁnger;i‘ aspect- cottage schemes have since been demolished or replaced by
eern 5 i

ifoapuint more modeam accommodation.

criterion d The Grove Street Pensioners’ Cottages demonstrate the principal

the place is important
in demonstrating the
principal
characteristics of a
particular class of
cadtural places

charactenstics of a type of affordable, independent
accommodation constructed for aged pensioners in the 1840s and
H0s. This class of place comprises mulliple small, detached
residences of few rooms, with similar or identical appearance and
simple plan form, often with communal laundry andfor bathroom
facilities.

The layout of the cottages, spread out along a curved driveway
and surrounded by lawn and garden areas, is evidence of the
intention to provide pensioners with space to grow vegetables and
be self-sufficient.
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History

The Grove Street Pensioners’ Cottages were built by the Caims City Council between
1953 and 1954 as part of a state-wide scheme for providing affordable accommodation
for old age pensioners. This scheme saw half the cost of erecting the cottages
subsidised by the state govemment. Located on Grove Street in the Caims suburb of
Pamramatta Park, seven small timber cottages are amranged in a curved layout
surrounded by lawns and gardens, with an eighth cottage and two former laundry
blocks to the rear.

The city of Caims in tropical far north Quesnsland was established in 1876 as a port to
senvice the newly discovered Hodgkinson goldfields. Initialy Caims competed with
both Cookiown and Port Douglas for the Hodgkinson frade, and made little progress
until the establishment of a local sugar indusiry and the opening up of the Atherion
Tablelands" mineral fields in the early 1880s. Other early industries in the region
included sugar farming and timber harvesting, which created a demand for improved
transport faciliies to the harbour. The 18385 announcement that Caims was to be the
terminus for the Herberton railway established the town as the prncpal port in the
region. The Caims Municipal Council became the Caims Town Council on 31 March
1903, which in tum became the Caims City Council on 13 October 1923 By this stage
the population had reached 8000. This rose to 12,000 by 1933, and 15,700 by 1941.
After the disruption of World War Il, posi-war optimism and prosperty saw
development increase and the population grow to 21,018 by June 1954 OF this
numkxer, I‘EDQQ Caims residents, (approximately 10% of the population) were aged 60
and owver.

Cueensland’s social fabric s supported by a network of social security and welfare
senvices provided by the State and Commornwealth Govemments and wvoluntary
organisations to disadvantaged persons. Until the late 197 century, however, no such
govermment aid existed in Queensland, with most of the responsibility for providing
relief falling upon voluntary organisations. In the 1390s, the Queensland Govermment
prowvided residential institutions and subsidies to voluntary organisaiions in aid of
orphans, the mentally ill, the destitute, the aged, and the infirm. A Benevolent
Institution for the aged, disabled and the poor at Dunwich, Morth Stradbroke Island
(established 1866, closed 1945), operated with minimal senvices and at times could not
meet demand for admission. Factors such as increased longevity and the 18%0s
economic depression saw many families unable to care for aged relatives, and with the
systenl of private charity proving inadequate, the Queensland Government was forced
to act.

Following the lead of Scandinavia, Gemany and Mew fealand, and other Australian
states, such as New South Wales, Quesensland implemented a system of non-
confributory age pensions in 1907, followed shortly after by the Commonwealth
Government, which provided a national system in 1909, The intention of the pension
scheme was to provide relief for the aged poor that did not involve the stigma
associated with charitable aid, or take away individuals’ freedom. The age pension was
initially 10 shillings a week, available to males and females aged 65 years and over

! "Caims," GQuesnsiand Flaces, Centre for the Gowernment of Queensland at the University of Cuesnsland,
httpcfgueenslandpl sces com.aw'caims (accessed 2014); "Caims Regional Council,” GQueensiand Places,
Centre for the Gowvermment of Queensland at the University of Queensland,

hittpc/fwsanwr. guesn slandplaces. com.auw'caims-regional-council (accessed 2014); QHR 601576 Caims City
Council Chambers; Census of the Commomwealth of Australia 30 June 1854, Vol Il Part 1 — Analysis of
Paopulation in Local Government Areas Etc.

* "Ouesensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1308-1086," Govermment Statistician’s Office,
Quesnsland Gowvernment, Brisbane, 1888,
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{lowered to 60 wears for females in 1910) and o persons aged G0-64 who were
permanenthly incapacitated for work. It was subject to a character and residence test
with limitations also imposad on income and property 2

The site of the Grove Street Pensioners’ Cottages in the Caims suburb of Parmmamatia
Fark was originally part of a railway reserve, with the first stage of the Caims railway
line (constructed 1886-87) running through it.* The railway line was deviated in 1910-
11 to its present position on the north-eastem side of Lily Creek®, and over the
following decades negotiations and disagreements about how to use the former
raiway reserve land fook place between the Caims City Council and the State
Government.* Known as the Mariyn Street reserve, it covered an area bounded
approximately by Lily Creek to the north-east, James Strest to the north-west, Marbym
and Little streets to the south-west and Gatton Street to the south-east.”

In 1921 part of the Martyn Street reserve, south of Grove Street.® was allocated as a
site for old age pensioners to camp on. This was in response fo community concem
abhout the impending closure of an existing pensioners’ reserve by the town coundcil,
who needed the land for other purposes® Pensioners' reserves, where old age
pensioners unable to afford other forms of accommodation could build themselves a
hut or shelter to live in, existed in many Cueensland towns and some suburbs of
Brishane in the early 207 century.'® Administered by the local authorties, who issued
pemits to pensioners wishing to reside there, it was a cheap but uimately inadequate
way of housing the poorest members of the community.” Self-built huts were not
connected to water or electricity and were vulnerable to being destroyed by fire'2
Several pensioners’ resenes existed at different times in Caims, including one at
Bungalow. ™

In September 1926 the Caims City Council Works Committee considered providing
cottages for old age pensioners, recommending that three cottages be erected by the
council, to be let at a nominal rental to approved local pensioners.™ An article in the
Caims FPost on 27 November 1926 stated that the land for the resene was:

‘. ..cleared, partly fenced and the water laid on and already one cottage has
been erected by an old age pensioner, furthermore the Council has approved
of the erection of three old age pensioner's cottages on this area this year and
in all possibility this policy will be extended in the future, the cottages to be
rented at a peppercom rental. The necessity for a reserve for those people is
very pressing and the committee trust that the Lands Department will not offer
any objection to this proposal =

Whether or not these cottages were constructed is unclear, as shorly afterwards the
pensioners were relocated further north within the Martyn Street reserve, to an area on

* "Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Statistics, 1308-1996," 1893

* Survey Plan C10830,

5 Caims Post, Saturday 3 Dec 1910, p5.

: For example - Caims Post, Friday 25 February 1827, p8; Caims Post, Wednesday 25 June 1847, p5.
Survey Plan C18838.

8 Caims Post, Wednesday 28 January 1821, p2; Caims Post, Saturday 27 Mowvember 1826, pB.; article

describes the location of this pensioners’ reserve area as opposite Section 52, which places it south of

Growve Sireet, opposite the current pensioners’ cottages site.

" Caims Post, Wednesday 22 September 18920, p3.

" For example, Tarragindi pensioners’ resenve, in Brsbane — Courer Mail Thursday 22 January 1853 p3;

" For example, Chardeville pensioners’ resenve — Chareville Times Friday 17 February 1933, p7.

" For example, Caims Post, Thursday 24 Ociober 1840, p4; Chareville Times Friday 30 December 1838,

E:‘éﬁlﬁajrnE Post, Wednesday 22 Cciober 18918, p: Caims Post, Wednesday 8 May 1848, p4.

™ Cairns Post, Thursday 23 September 1826, pi4.

* Cairms Post, Saturday 27 Movember 1528, p8.
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the southem side of Charles Street. By September 1928 this area had been partly
fenced with material from the previous site, and water was laid on to the northem end
via Charles Street '® It was here that the pensioners established themselves, living in
tents and small self-built huts."”

Between 1910 and 1950 the number of old age pensioners in Queensliand rose from
8561 to 45,937." As the population grew and the pension rate failed to keep pace
with rising costs of living, pensioners found i increasingly difficult to afford decent
accommodation, and many were forced to do odd jobs to eam more than just enough
to exist.™® A Courer Mail article printed in June 1950 summed up the housing plight
faced by hundreds of pensioners living a ‘hand to mouth’ existence, with a lack of
proper accommodation forcing many of them to live in small nooms with few facilities.
Homes for aged people were too few to handle the number of pensioners seeking
acmgmdaﬁon, with at least 1000 waiting for admission to homes in the Brisbane
area.

From the 1920s the State Govermmment had established a series of institutions for the
aged, infirm andfor destitute in different pars of the state. The first purpose-built
govermnmment home for the aged, named ‘Eventide’, was opened at Charters Towers in
19249, providing accommodation for 150 inmates. Unlike the Dunwich asylurm, which
housed the inmates in large dormitories, Charters Towers inmates were provided with
‘single and double huts, each having its own small garden plot'*' In 1945, the
overcrowded Dunwich asylum was closed and the inmates fransfemed to a former
RAAF station at Sandgate. Also named ‘Eventide’, this institution became the principal
government aged care facility in southem CQusensland.® A third ‘Eventide’ was opened
in Rockhampton in 1950, offening similar accommodation to Charlers Towers. Each
with their own garden plot, the dual occupancy huts consisted of individual bednooms
with their own verandah, and were arranged within a complex including hospital wards,
an administration building, staff quarters, a workshopllibrary, a recreation building and
kitchen, dining, bathing and laundry facilities **

Institutions for the aged were also operated by religious organisations and charties.
Most of these early homes for the aged housed within converted residences purchased
by, or bequeathed to, the church or charty. One example is Hanworth Home for the
Aged [OHR 601026], established as a home for elderly, impoverished gentlewomen in
1913 in an 18605 houss in East Brishane, which had been purchased and converted
for the purpose by Mrs Mary Wienholt, a member of the Brishane branch of the
Theosophical Society. Re-named ‘The Hospice', the home was mn by the
Theosophical Society for over 70 years.® One of the most influential purpose-built,
privately funded settlementis for the aged was established in 1936 in the north
EBrisbane suburt of Chermside. Constructed due to the combined efforts of Methodist
social advocate Reverend Harold M Wheller and philanthropist/businessman George
Marchant, Chermside Garden Sefttlement consisted of 20 cottages in a garden setting,
with communal dining room and laundry buildings and staff quarters. The settlement
grew rapidly, with a chapel, bowling green and further nine cottages added within four

= - Cairms Post, Wednesday 19 Septemiber 1028, pT.
Ca.lr'nE Post, Thursday 24 October 1840, pt; Cairms Post, Thursday 21 August 1247, pd.
* '‘Queensland Past and Present: 100 Years of Stafistics, 1996-1006," 1995,
% Townswille Daily Bulletin, Wednesday 19 February 1847, p5.
# Courier Mail, Saturday 10 June 1850, p3.
= Thum Blake, Healfh Buidings in Gueenaiand: an hizforcal ovendew, pd2.
Thum Blake, Healfh Buidings in Gueenaiand: an hizforcal ovendew, pd2.
Th{rnBlakE Gueenziand Health Herfage Sunvey, Volume 2 Site Azssesementz, 18908, no. CH2T
Rockhampton Eventide Home.
* OHR 801026 Hanwoth Home for the Aged.
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years. ™ Despite the growing number of facilties available in the mid-207 century there
were still not enough places to accommodate all pensioners in need, and the regulated
lifestyle offered by institutions did not appeal to able-bodied pensioners who wished to
live independenthy.

To encourage the construction of more affordable housing for pensioners, in 1946 the
Depariment of Health and Home Affairs implemented a state-wide scheme to assist
local authorities with constructing cotiages. The scheme offered a pound-for-pound
subsidy and, where necessary, made loan money available. The cottages werns
intended for pensioners who were able to care for themselves and desired to live
independantly in the districts in which they had spent most of their lives. The grant of
the subsidy was subject to approval by Cabinet, and it was the responsibility of the
local authority to secure the site, prepare plans and erect and maintain the cottages. ™

By September 1853, coftage accommodation had been built at Innisfail (11 units),
Cloncurry (6 cottages), Inglewood (1 cottage), Texas (1 cottage), Warwick (8
coftages), Toowoomba (22 units), Mareeba (10 cottages), Ipswich (12 units), and
Mackay (12 cottages under construction).™ Other towns known to have carrmied cottage
schemes through to completion include Maryborough, Atherton, Bowen, Barcaldine
and Blackall. The types of accommodation constructed varied. At Toowoomba, eleven
former United States ammy buildings were relocated to a site in West Sireet and
converted into duplex cottages, each housing two couples.* This was one of the first
schemes completed, with units available from December 1947 at a weekly rent of
seyven shillings and sixpence (T/6).%° In Innisfail, fibro-clad single and double self-
contained units, and one four-unit cottage for women only, were built in different
locations in the town so that the pensioners would be ‘part of the normal fellowship of
suburban life®" In Mackay, a ‘model seftlement’ of 12 cottages and a communal
laundry was designed by architect Karl Langer, built in a low, bungalow style senviced
by a winding road.*" While in Brassall, Ipswich, six double units with filed roofs and
chimneys were completed in 1953, each unit containing a bedroom, living room,
kitchen, bathroom and wverandah.®® Cottages were let for an affordable rent, and
pensioners interested in occupying them made an application to the local authonty.
Some schemes only permitted all males or all females to reside there while others
provided for mixed groups and married couples.

Mot all proposed cottages schemes went ahead as planned and local authonties had
different views about the concept. In Barcaldine, a scheme 1o build 6 cottages did not
progress due to building costs and the unwillingness of local pensioners to pay rent for
them.* In Bowen, the Town Council was forced to defer building their ‘model village’
far years due to delays in obtaining approvals and rapidly rising construction costs,
with only three out of six planned cottages eventually built in c.1954.* While in
Townsyville, the City Council stated the opinion that Homes for the Aged were better
than building pensioners’ cottages, and that despite the good intentions of the local

= Boc Heritage Fegister - H M Wheller Garden Setlement. Courier Mail Tuesday 18 February 1038, pi2;
Courier Mail, Thursday 24 Movemnber 1838, p2; Chemside and Distncis Histoncal Society Inc.
htlpJ.ﬁnwwd'renﬂsmedlsmm_mg aulchemsidedisinictD1_cmsidetails.aspTD=125

EuEEﬂEJand Times, Frday 3 August 1845, p2.

The Courier Mail, Wednesday 2 Sepiember 1853, p10.

The Courier Mail, Wednesday @ February 1848, p3.

The Courier Mail, Friday 7 Movember 1847, p3.

* The Courier Mail, Wednesday 2 September 1853, p10.
H The MHorthem Miner, Friday 24 Septernber 1848, pd. Completed in

The Courier Mail, Wednesday 2 Aprl 1852, p7.

Cen'lml Clueensland Herald, Thursday 5 May 1848, p24.

* Townsville Draily Bulletin Friday 8 January 1854, p3.
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authorties who had already built cottages, by doing so they had ‘relieved the Federal
Government's Social Service Fund of an obligation which it should shoulder.™**

In Caims, the difficulties faced by pensioners in the area had been discussed over the
yvears in local newspapers with concems raised about the availability of affordable
housing in the district.* In July 1947, a Caims branch of the Australian Pensioners’
League was formed.® The League played an important role in improving the living
conditions of all pensioners in Queensland by lobbying local, state and federal
govermments on issues such as raising the minimum pension rate, abolition of the
means test, improved social benefits, and freedom from rates and taxes on the homes
of pensioners.®® One of the first acts of the Caims branch of the APL was to request
the Caims City Council have a Pensioners’ Resene proclaimed in Caims, preferably
the one already occupied by pensioners on the Martyn Street reserve ™

Steps towards providing an official pensioners’ resenve under the trusteeship of Caims
City Council were already underway, The new reserve, of approximately 7 acres 1
mod (2.9ha) bounded by Grove Street to the south-east, Lily Cresk to the north-east,
Charles Street to the north-west and private properiies to the south-west, was gazetted
as a Reserve for Pensioners' Homes on 4 September 1948 #°

The following year, in December 1949, a deputation of the Caims branches of the
Australian Pensioners’ League and the Ausiralian Labor Party requesied that Caims
City Council erect cottages for single and mamied pensioners on the reserve. In
arguing their case, Mr Lynch of the Labor Party stated that pensioners in Caims
‘should have homes which would create an aimosphere of security and congeniality in
their declining years', and that “the present state in which they [pensioners] dwelt was
a disgrace, it reminded him of blackfellows™ gunyahs'.” Secretary of the Caims Branch
of the Pensioners' League, Mr T Crowe (who had lived on the reserve for four years),
stated that the pensioners on the resernve were natives of Caims and they wished to
stay here. .. they objected to State homes, which were built on barrack lines.” He went
on to state that ‘these people desired a home that they could call their own and for
which they could pay a nominal rental’, and that the pensioners themselves proposed
that the swamp and jungle surrounding their reserve be filled in with good soil so that
each home could have a garden to grow vegetables '

Details about the financial situation of pensioners were also revealed, with Mr Crowe
claiming that many pensioners were paying over half of their maximum weekly pension
of £20246 for Tlats® (25-27/6 a week) and as much as 17/6 for tumble-down’ rooms. He
claimed that pensioners interested in the cottage schemes would be willing to pay from
8- to 10¢- a week rental. In response, the Mayor of Caims pointed out the difficulties
associated with such a project, having already begun investigating costs eic. He
assured the deputation that the council would consider the matter when more
informaticn was available to them._*

Progress towards constructing the cottages was slow. In mid-1950 a deputation of the
Caims Pensioners' League approached the Member for Cook, Mr C F Waordswaorth,
seeking some action. Mr Wordsworth wrote to the Caims City Council, saying: ‘These

Tcwmsmlle Draily Bulletim, Thursday 4 Septemiber 1252, p2

G'E'-"E Sfreat Pensioner Cottages, Caims Regional Council Hertage Survey 2012, p318-421.

" Cairns Post, Saturday 5 July 1847, p7; Earlier that year, a Queensland-wide branch of the Australian
Pensioners’ League had b=en fiormed by the amalgamation of eleven different pensioners’ organisations
in the state.

* Townswille Daily Bulletin, Wednesday 19 February 1847, p5.

® aims Post, Thursday 21 August 1947, p4.

* Govemnment Gazette, 4™ September 1948, p1678.

*! Caims Post, Wednesday 14 December 1840, p5.

2 Caims Post, Wednesday 14 December 1849, pS; The Daily Mews, Friday 9 September 18499, po.
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elderly people are living under conditions unworthy of a city the size of Caims. They
are not sesking charity but feel entitled to the provision of huts and lighting on a rental
basis. Such facilities have been provided for pensioners at Mareeba. .. Existing self-
built huts would be a danger to life under cyclonic conditions’. The Mayor, Ald W H
Murchison, replied that an amount for a cottage scheme had besn placed on the
council's loan budget, and in December 1950 the council passed the resolution to
bomow £1500 for erecting six pensioners’ cottages #

Approval for this loan and the £1500 govemment subsidy, making a total of £3000 for
the scheme, was granted to the Caims City Council in February 1951, and the Mayor
announced that tenders for erecting the cottages would be called shortly.* Plans were
prepared and submitted to the Department of Public Works for approval. However, the
Depariment’s objections to aspects of the design, such as the number of rooms per
cottage, delayed progress for over a year. A frusirated Caims Mayor, Ald W J Fulton,
defended the cottage plans, stating that to create more rooms would create more wark
and trouble for the aged occupants, and that coolness was another factor which had
been considered. He explained that the designs were based on those of the Anderson
Sireet diggers’ homes, which had been found very satisfactory **

The diggers’ homes scheme that provided a basis for the Caims pensioners’ cottage
designs was undertaken by the Caims and District branch of the Retumed Sailors” and
Soldiers’ Imperial League of Ausiralia (R3SILA) in the 1930s. Built to house “bumt-out’
former soldiers, six small timber cottages, fully fumished with electricity, water and
space for gardens and poultry, were erected in a row off Anderson Street in 1937. The
site also included a community hall and a communal bathroom. The scheme was
funded by public donations and the land was donated by the Mayor at that time, Ald W
A Collins ==

Another influence on the Caims cottages was the Mareeba Pensioners’ Cofttages
scheme, constructed a few years earlier in 1950. Consisting of ten cottages in a row —
two for mamed couples, sight for single occupants — the Maresba scheme was
referred to by advocates of the proposed Caims scheme as a good model to follow.*
Meither the diggers’ homes nor the onginal ten Mareeba cottages survive today.

In early 1953, after resolving the wvarious design and loan issues with the State
Government, Caims City Council commencad work on the Grove Strest coftages. The
finally-approved plans and specifications, dated October 1952, were for five small,
individual timber cottages containing two rooms, a kitchen and bedroom, each 10 by 8
feet (3m by 2.4m), as well as a stove recess and an 8 by 5 fest (2.4m by 1.5m) front
verandah. Behind the five cottages there would be a laundry block, incorporating two
shower recesses, wash tubs and copper, and two earth clossts 32

The proposed site for the coltages, away from the exsting pensioners’ huis, had
already been prepared for building at the southem end of the pensioners' reserve,
facing Growve Strest. Construction of the cottages began in early 1953, with five
proposed to be built in the first stage. The first coftage was completed in September
18953 and tenders for the construction and completion of the remaining four cottages
and one of the outhuildings were invited at the same time_*®

** Caims Post, Thursday 20 July 1850, p2; Caims Post, Wednesday 20 December 1250, pl

“ Caims Post, Saturday 10 February 1251, p5

* Cairms Post, Wednesday 17 September 1852, pb.

"f Caims Post, Saturday 30 Ociocber 1837, ph; Caims Post, Monday 20 Decamber 1237, ph.

“ Caims Post, Wednesday 19 Movember 1852, p5.

* Cairns Post, Thursday 5 March 1953, p5.

“ Cairns Post, Wednesday 16 September 1853, p4; Caims Post, Friday 18 September 1853, p2.
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As the first pensioners’ cottages scheme to be built in Caims, the Grove Street
cotiages set the pattem for further pensioner housing to be buil in the region. Similar
cottages for women pensioners were built in Pease Street in the nearby suburb of
Manoora from 1954.%" It is likely that the additional three cottages and laundry block at
the Grove Street site were completed at this time. In the same year Mulgrave Shire
Council invited tenders for a single pensioners’ coftage each at Yorkeys Knob,
Gordonvale, Babinda and Bramston Beach ®

Some original pensioners’ cottages schemes built in Queensland in the 19405 and 50s
siill exist, but most have been demolished or replaced by more modem
accommodation. Known existing original schemes include Toowoomba (9 ouwt 11
cottages remaining), Brassall, Ipswich (now part of a larger complex), Blackall (original
4 cottages plus two exitra of a similar design) and Pease Street, Caims (approximatehy
7 remaining).* At the Grove Street site, the remainder of the reserve land between
Grove and Charles streets was subdivided and developed in stages from the 1970s ly
the Queensland Housing Commission as unit accommodation for aged persons_®®

Al some point after 1930 a bathroom extension was added to the rear of the bedroom
of each cottage and the front verandahs were enclosed.® The laundry/'shower blocks
were subseguently used for storage. All buildings have had their roof sheeting
replaced and modem features such as security screens added. In 2013, the Grove
Sireet Pensioners’ Coftages continue to be occupied by elderly pensioners under the
trusteeship of Caims Regional Council 5=

Description

The Grove Street Pensioners' Cottages occupy a southeast-facing 0.33ha site on
Grove Street in the Caims suburb of Parramatta Park. Seven individual cotiages are
arranged in a crescent addressing Grove Street, linked by a curved driveway, while an
eighth coftage stands alone In the westem comer of the site. Two former
laundrybathroom blocks are located in the area behind the cottages. Residential
development surrounds the site to the south-west and north-west, largely screened
from wview by trees, and Lily Creek lies to the north-east. Driveways accessing
properties to the rear of the site adjoin the north-east and south-west boundaries.

From the exteror, the cottages appear almost identical. Small in scale, they are single
storey, timber-framed, chamferboard-clad buildings on low stumps. Each has a gable
roof clad in comugated metal shesting with raked eaves lined with timber boards.
Original windows are timber-framed, three-light casements of patterned glass. The
bathroom extension at the rear of each cottage and the former stove recesses have
louvred windows, also containing pattermed glass. The verandahs have been enclosed
with louvres above balustrade height and chamferboards below. A short flight of steps
to the fromt door has a metal handrail, while the rear steps retain their timber
balustrade. MNon-significant elements on the exterior include roof wventilators and
security screens to doors and windows. Some portions of external wall cladding are of
plastic imitation timber boards.

54 Thematic History of the City of Caims and its Regional Towns', Heritage Alliancs, 2011,
51 Cairns Post, Saturday 23 Ocicber 1854, p10.
Surnmary table of pensioners” coftages schemes in Quesnsland, compiled from newspaper searches,
aeral photos and town survey plans.
2 Agrial photographs; Reserve file RES 7282,
Reserve file RES TOE2.
% Grove Sireet Pensioner Coitages, Caims Regional Council Heritage Survey 2012, pd18-421.
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Pamramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

The interior of each coitage contains four rooms — an enclosed front verandah, a
kitchen with orginal stove recess, a bedroom, and a bathroom extension. All have
been renovated at different times and contain a variety of linings, fittings and fixtures.
Surviving early fabric may include framed and ledged timber doors, early locks and
door handles, kitchen cabinets, chamfered architraves, and wall and ceiling linings with
cover strips.

Two former laundryshower blocks are located behind the main row of coliages.
Standing at ground level on a concrete slab, they are both timber framed, clad in fibre
cement sheeting with a comugated fibre cement skillion roof. An open passageway
passes through each block, with the former laundry on one side and two former
shower cubicles on the other. The eastem block retains glass louvred windows, one to
each cubicle, however windows in the westem block have been enclosed. Both blocks
retain their timber shower cubicle doors, however the inner dividing partition has been
removed in the eastern block. The western block retains a double concrete [aundry
sink.

The cottages are surrounded by [awns and garden beds with mature trees (including
mango trees) lining the rear houndary. The identical cottages in their curved layout and
garden seiting present 2 charming and picturesgque scene in the Grove Strest
sireetscape.
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Parramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

Hlustrations
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Figure 2: Original plam of cottsge with later additions shown in red (Source: Queensland State Archives
ltemn IDGB4238.)

Figure 3: View of the cottages from the front laen (Source: EHP site visit DEMD5M13)
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Parramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

Figura 4: Rear view of cne of the cottages (Source: EHP site visit DE/05/13)
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Figure 5 View towards Cottage 8 and Laundrny Block 2 at the rear of the site (Source: EHP site visit
0e/05M13)
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Parramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

b v‘v‘v

Figure G: Kitchen, former stove recess and back door of Coftage 1 (Source: EHP site visit 08/05/13)

Figure 7: Bedroom and rear bathroom addition in Cottage 1 (Source: EHF site visit D8/05/13)
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Parramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

Site Plan

R 5 ? I .:"'; -'f il it iy Gosgle Mag Bahe Biju
Figure 8: A=snal view of the site, showing numbenng used in this application [Source: Google Maps.,
accessed 2013)
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Grove Sireet Penzioner Cottages, Pamramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

Proposed heritage register boundary
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Grove Street Pensioner Cottages, Parramatta Park
Heritage Register Application

Grove Street Pensioners’ Cottages 602xxx
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