


Gillard Labor Government to Invest in Cairns' Future 
Media Release 
AA422/2010 
07 July 2010 

The Gillard Labor Government has thrown its support behind a world class cultural precinct for Cairns, pledging 
up to $40 million over two years to help fund the construction of a performing arts centre. 

Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese said a new, modern performing arts centre would 
help breathe new life into the region’s economy, deliver a shot in the arm of the local tourism industry and 
reinvigorate the City’s cultural life. 

“In partnership with the Council and the Queensland Government, we’re determined to put Far North Queensland 
on the map as a cultural destination and add to the enjoyment visitors to the region already experience,” said Mr 
Albanese.  

“Equally, this project would be a great example of our Economic Stimulus Plan at work creating economic activity 
in a region particularly hard hit by last year’s global recession and still enduring an unemployment rate twice the 
national figure. 

“This announcement of Federal funding is a tribute to the strong and persistent representations from local MP Jim 
Turnour. In less than three years, Jim has developed a reputation in Canberra as a fierce advocate for this beautiful 
part of Australia.”  

Leichhardt MP Jim Turnour said: “I am determined to develop Cairns as Australia’s premier tropical city. This 
requires first class services and facilities and Cairns is in desperate need of a new performing arts centre. 

“The Cairns Civic Theatre is too small, out dated and run down. It isn’t a fitting performing arts facility for a 
modern city like Cairns particularly as one of the nations top tourism destinations. 

“A new regional performing arts centre is the priority and should be the first stage in the development of the 
cultural precinct.” 

The Infrastructure Department will continue working with the Cairns Regional Council to finalise the business case 
and detailed funding proposal needed before any Federal funding can be released. 

The proposed multimillion dollar performing arts centre is an essential part of the Council’s larger, longer term 
vision of a Cultural Precinct which would also house a museum, regional arts centre, public plaza and cruise ship 
terminal - a vision with the potential to inject $30 million into the region’s economy each year.  

Media Contacts 

Belinda Featherstone - Turnour's Office - 0427 737 203  

Joint release with:
Jim Turnour

Federal Member for Leichhardt

Last Updated: 18 August, 2011
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From: statements@qld.gov.au <statements@qld.gov.au> 
To: Leeds Robert 
Sent: Tue Jun 08 05:21:16 2010 
Subject: Cairns Cultural Precinct gets $42.5 million...and that's just the beginning: Bligh 

Premier and Minister for the Arts 
The Honourable Anna Bligh 
08/06/2010  

Cairns Cultural Precinct gets $42.5 million...and that's just the beginning: Bligh  

A world class cultural precinct has been given the green light by the state government today.  

"This project will breathe new life into the Cairns economy, add a major new attraction to the 
Cairns tourism experience and be a showcase for indigenous art and performance," said the 
Premier.  

"Our Government commits in this year's budget to be a one third funding partner in making 
this facility a reality." 

Ms Bligh said the State Budget will make a $42.5 million contribution to the project 
consisting of a transfer of the State owned port land valued at $40 million and $2.5 million as 
a one third contribution of funding for detailed planning of the project.  

"It will put Far North Queensland on the map as a cultural destination and add a whole new 
dimension to the experience of visitors to the region," said the Premier.  

"This is a firm commitment that the State Government will be an equal partner with the 
Cairns Regional Council and the Federal Government to develop the Cairns Cultural 
Precinct. 

"When the business plan comes back, the State will fund a third of this project. 

"I've been convinced that this project is what Cairns needs now and for the future.  

"It will provide a new economic driver for the Cairns economy and our money is on the table 
ready for the project to become a reality. I look forward to working with the Cairns Regional 
Council to making this happen." 

Labor MP for Cairns and Minister for Local Government and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships Desley Boyle said the announcement was "the best news  

for Cairns that we could have." 

"Over the years major projects such as the Cairns International airport, the Cairns Convention 
Centre and the Esplanade Lagoon have triggered a new age in the growth and development of 
Cairns.  

"I have no doubt the Cairns Cultural and Entertainment Precinct when it's up and running will 
do the same. 



"I am so proud that my Government has stepped forward with a commitment to the total 
project and, right now, money on the table for the detailed planning and design and making 
available the very valuable waterfront land that will make this project the Darling Harbour of 
Cairns." 

Member for Barron River Steve Wettenhall said the community was behind the new centre 
for Cairns.  

"This issue has united elected representatives, civic leaders and the business community," he 
said.  

"We've hit pay dirt on this issue. This is a giant leap forward for this project and it will 
provide a huge confidence boost to the region going forward.  

"I am delighted that the Premier and the Treasurer have realised the importance of this project 
for our region." 

Member of Mulgrave Curtis Pitt said the project was an important step towards diversifying 
the region's economic base.  

"This will fulfil the vision of a water front precinct that the city has held for many years," he 
said. 

"Maybe now we will see artists such as Pink not only visit Port Douglas for a holiday but 
hold a major concert in Cairns as well." 

Cook MP Jason O'Brien said he believed the centre would deliver many benefits for the 
Cairns community.  

"This is something that will give a new dimension to Cairns as a community and as a tourist 
destination."  

Media: 32244500  
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CAIRNS REGIONAL COUNCIL
MINUTES

CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCT COMMITTEE

21 SEPTEMBER 2011
COMMENCING AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT: Cr A Blake
Cr M Cochrane
Cr L Cooper
Cr D Forsyth
Cr P Gregory
Cr N Lanskey
Cr K Lesina
Cr J Leu
Cr R Pyne
Cr V Schier (Chairperson)

APOLOGY: Cr S Bonneau

OFFICERS:

L Russell Chief Executive Officer
L Kirchner A/General Manager Corporate Services
B Finegan A/General Manager Infrastructure Services
B Gardiner General Manager Water & Waste
I Lowth General Manager Community, Sport & Cultural Services
F Dix A/Manager Marketing & Communications
L Guy Media Coordinator
R Leeds Executive Advisor to the Mayor
L Cardew Manager Cairns Cultural Precinct Project
L Sparkes Manager Cultural Service Facilities
D Crees A/Manager Governance
L Whitton Snr Coord Financial Accounting
P Finkelstein Civic Theatre Manager
D Henley Minute Secretary
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Minutes – Cairns Entertainment Precinct Committee – 21 September 2011 - #3320791

APOLOGY

Council notes the apology of Councillor Bonneau and grants leave of absence.

PURPOSE OF MEETING

To consider the matters listed on the agenda.

1. CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCT – MARKETING/COMMS
REPORT1

Vanessa Lahey : 26/7/18-03 : #3310505

FORSYTH / LEU

That the Cairns Entertainment Precinct Committee receives and notes this report.

carried with Cr Blake and Lanskey voting against the motion

2. CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCT – FUNDING PARTNERSHIP
4
Linda Cardew: 26/7/18-03: #3316086

COCHRANE / COOPER moved an amendment

Council resolves, in order to secure grant funding for the Cairns Entertainment
Precinct comprising $40million from the Commonwealth Infrastructure
Employment Program committed by Minister Albanese in July 2010, and a
monetary requested contribution of $57.3 million from the State Government, to

a) deliver Option 6, Stage 1 as detailed in the Project Assurance Framework:
Preliminary Evaluation assessment dated September 2011; and

b) provide in principle $57.3million over the three year construction period,
being the balance of $154.6million total funding required, subject to a
satisfactory outcome from the State’s independent Financial Sustainability
Review of Council’s finances and completion of the required Business Plan
to the satisfaction of the Council and the State Government.
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c) That a formal response from the Federal Government Minister be sought
indicating that they will extend the June 30th 2012 deadline for the
expenditure of the $40million grant

d) That no construction tenders be let until all above conditions are met.

The motion was put and there being an equality of voting, the Mayor
exercised her casting vote against the motion.

The amendment was lost with Councillors Leu, Forsyth, Lesina and Pyne
voting against the motion

LESINA / PYNE moved the original motion

Council resolves, in order to secure grant funding for the Cairns Entertainment
Precinct comprising $40million from the Commonwealth Infrastructure
Employment Program committed by Minister Albanese in July 2010, and a
requested contribution of $57.3 million from the State Government, to

a) deliver Option 6, Stage 1 as detailed in the Project Assurance Framework:
Preliminary Evaluation assessment dated September 2011; and

b) provide $57.3million over the three year construction period, being the
balance of $154.6million total funding required, subject to a satisfactory
outcome from the State’s independent Financial Sustainability Review of
Council’s finances and completion of the required Business Plan to the
satisfaction of the State Government.

The motion was put and there being an equality of voting, the Mayor
exercised her casting vote for the motion.

carried Councillors Gregory, Lanskey, Cochrane, Blake and Cooper voting
against the motion

3. REPORT FROM THE PROJECT CONTROL GROUP 9
Linda Cardew : 26/7/18-03: #3311213

LEU / PYNE

That Council notes this report.

carried with Cr Blake voting against the motion
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4. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 17
Linda Cardew : #26/7/18-03: #3311218

LEU / FORSYTH

That Council receive and note the attached financial report.

carried with Cr Blake voting against the motion

GENERAL BUSINESS

1. LETTER TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

That Council write to the Federal Government Minister requesting an
extension of time for the $40million past June 2012

COCHRANE / COOPER

The motion was put and there being an equality of voting, the Mayor
exercised her casting vote against the motion.

lost Councillors Leu, Forsyth, Lesina and Pyne voting against the motion

CLOSED SESSION

COOPER / FORSYTH

COUNCIL RESOLVE INTO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS THE
FOLLOWING MATTERS AS LISTED IN THE AGENDA:

1. CONTRACTUAL MATTER – CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCT
–
DESIGN AND ADVISORY CONSULTANTS PHASES 2-5 –
TENDERS 2307, 2308, 2309, 2310, 2311, 2312, 2313, 2314, 2315,
2317, 2319, 2321 AND 2322 ....................................................... 1 
Linda Cardew : 26/7/18-03: #3316041

carried



4

Minutes – Cairns Entertainment Precinct Committee – 21 September 2011 - #3320791

OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

COUNCIL RESOLVE TO MOVE OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

FORSYTH / LEU

carried

RESOLUTIONS ARISING FROM MATTERS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION

1. CONTRACTUAL MATTER – CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCT
–
DESIGN AND ADVISORY CONSULTANTS PHASES 2-5 –
TENDERS 2307, 2308, 2309, 2310, 2311, 2312, 2313, 2314, 2315,
2317, 2319, 2321 AND 2322 ....................................................... 1 
Linda Cardew : 26/7/18-03: #3316041

FORSYTH / LESINA

That Council resolve:

1. To appoint the following consultants for Phase 2 (development application)
and Phase 3 (preparation of tender documents) further to the tenders listed
below:
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Tender Discipline
Recommended
Tenderer

Fee for
Phases 2 & 3

ex GST

Disbursement
s for phase 2
& 3 ex GST

Total for
phases 2

& 3 ex GST

Total for
phases 2
& 3 inc

GST

2307
Acoustic
Engineer Acoustic Studio 163,140 5,600 168,740 185,614

2308 Theatre planner Schuler Shook 86,700 13,545 100,245 110,270

2309
Heritage
Consultant Converge 29,700 6,550 36,250 39,875

2310
Hydraulic
Engineer SPP Group 122,500 NIL 122,500 134,750

2311
Fire Services
Engineer SPP Group 46,200 10,200 56,400 62,040

2312
Structural
engineer Arup 205,000 6,545 211,545 232,700

2313
Mechanical
engineer Arup 274,549 included 274,549 302,004

2314
Electrical
engineer

Steensen
Varming 280,000 8,000 288,000 316,800

2315
Vertical
Transportation

Steensen
Varming 30,000 8,000 38,000 41,800

2317 Cost planner WT Partnership 72,000 9,000 81,000 89,100

2319 BCA Consultant Certis 76,800 2,500 79,300 87,230

2321
Façade
Engineer Arup 109,551 6,545 116,096 127,706

2322
Landscape
Architect Tract 95,660   included 95,660 105,226

2. That the Mayor and CEO be given authority in accordance with s.257 of the
Local Government Act 2009 to negotiate and finalise any and all matters in
relation to these contracts.

carried with Cr Blake voting against the motion

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 3:29 PM

CONFIRMED THIS DAY OF 2011

………………………… ……………………………………….
MAYOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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 Transcript 
  

 Station: ABC FAR NORTH Date: 03/11/2011 

 Program: 06:30 NEWS Time: 06:33 AM 

 Compere: NEWSREADER Summary ID: W00046162706 

 Item: PREMIER ANNA BLIGH SAYS A DECISION ON QUEENSLAND 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR AN ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
IN CAIRNS WILL BE MADE SOON. THE CAIRNS REGIONAL 
COUNCIL WANTS THE GOVERNMENT TO CONTRIBUTE 
MORE THAN $57 MILLION TO THE CAIRNS ENTERTAINMENT 
PRECINCT. BLIGH SAY THE GOVERNMENT HAS PROVEN ITS 
COMMITMENT TO THE PROJECT.  

INTERVIEWEES: ANNA BLIGH, QUEENSLAND PREMIER 
   

Audience: Male 16+ Female 16+ All people 
 N/A N/A N/A 

NEWSREADER: The Premier says a decision on State Government 
funding for an entertainment centre in Cairns will 
be made soon.   

 The Cairns Regional Council wants the government 
to contribute more than $57 million to the Cairns 
Entertainment Precinct.  

 Anna Bligh says the government has proven its 
commitment to the project. 

ANNA BLIGH: We're very close to finalising our decision in 
relation to that, that will happen as part of our mid-
year review of the budget, we've already committed 
the land to it, so the Queensland Government I 
think has pretty good bonafides on this project. 
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CLIENT SERVICE CENTRE 
1300 880 082 

 

AGENCY REPORT  For private research and not to be disseminated. Every effort made to ensure accuracy for the benefit of 
our clients but no legal responsibility is taken for errors or omissions. (*) - Indicates unknown spelling or phonetic spelling. 
Metro TV demographics are supplied by OzTAM, Radio and Non-Metro TV demographics are supplied by Nielsen Media 
Research. 
ABs = Managers, administrators, professions. GBs = Grocery buyers. 
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Hi Bree Knox

Your folder – Ent Precinct – has been updated with 1 new media items.

To alter the alert settings on this folder please login to Mediaportal - http://www.mediaportal.com

Right-click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

Compere: Newsreader

Premier Anna Bligh says a decision on Qld Government funding for an entertainment centre in Cairns will be made soon. The Cairns
wants the Government to contribute more than $57m to the Cairns Entertainment Precinct. Bligh say the Government has proven its
the project.

Interviewee
Anna Bligh, Queensland Premier

Ri ht li k h t d l d This email is from Mediaportal @ Media Monitors and is part of your Mediaportal service.
Please do not reply directly to the sending email address as your message will arrive at an
unattended mailbox that is not checked.

Broadcast NewsAlerts are published under licence by Media Monitors and may be subject to
error or omission. Broadcast NewsAlerts are for the use of Media Monitors' clients only and
may not be provided to any third party for any purpose whatsoever without a licence from the
publisher or the appropriate licencing body.

Demographics are supplied by OzTam, AGB Nielsen Media Research, Nielsen Media
Research and Research International NZ. (*) indicates unknown spelling or phonetic
spelling.

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or
taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.

If you received this unintentionally, please contact the sender and delete
the material from all computers.

Media Monitors Pty. Ltd. does not warrant the material contained
in this message is free from Computer virus or defect. Loss or damage
incurred in use is not the responsibility of Media Monitors Pty. Ltd.

Media Monitors Pty. Ltd. respects your privacy and is committed to
protecting it. To view our Privacy Policy please visit:
http://www.mediamonitors.com.au
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Hi Bree Knox 

Your folder – Ent Precinct – has been updated with 1 new media items.

To alter the alert settings on this folder please login to Mediaportal - http://www.mediaportal.com

Right-click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Inter

Compere: Fiona Sewell

Sewell announces that Premier Anna Bligh is launching her vision for the Far North today, with a 20 year plan of infrastructure p
things like a back-up hospital in Edmonton, new schools, police stations, a bus-based transport system, expansion of existing ai
including the Cairns Base Hospital. It includes the development of the Port Douglas waterfront and the Cairns Entertainment Pre
the Bruce Highway.
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Demographics are supplied by OzTam, AGB Nielsen Media Research, Nielsen Media 
Research and Research International NZ. (*) indicates unknown spelling or phonetic 
spelling.
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which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or
taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.

If you received this unintentionally, please contact the sender and delete
the material from all computers. 

Media Monitors Pty. Ltd. does not warrant the material contained
in this message is free from Computer virus or defect. Loss or damage
incurred in use is not the responsibility of Media Monitors Pty. Ltd.

Media Monitors Pty. Ltd. respects your privacy and is committed to
protecting it. To view our Privacy Policy please visit:
http://www.mediamonitors.com.au

Page 1 of 1

10/11/2011


