
ORDINARY MEETING 

5 JUNE 2024 

ASBESTOS DISPOSAL GENERAL POLICY AMENDMENT 

81/1/13 | #7424688 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopts the amendments to the Asbestos Disposal General Policy 

INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Not applicable. 
Note:  The identification of interested parties is provided on a best endeavours basis by Council Officers and may not be exhaustive. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Council’s Asbestos Disposal General Policy was due for a periodic review to ensure the 
continued relevance and alignment to changes in legislation. Changes to the existing 
General Policy are in the attachment. 

Through the review, policy updates have been incorporated to ensure alignment with 
legislative changes to the Environmental Protection (Regulated Waste) Regulation 2018 
and the Environmental Protection (Waste ERA Framework) Amendment Regulation 
2018. 

BACKGROUND: 

The policy focuses on the requirements of the general public in terms of disposal 
requirements at a Council facility (Portsmith Transfer Station).  Council must comply with 
its Environmental Authority of which ERA 57 is a standard condition.    

COMMENT: 

The Policy has been reviewed and revised to ensure alignment with the latest industry 
standards and best practices. 

The two noteworthy updates being: 

A shift from limited prescriptive safety measures to a reference guide via the Qld
Governments asbestos management portal which is regularly updated to the
reflect contemporary standards; and

Clarifications around the wrapping and sealing requirements for asbestos disposal.
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OPTIONS: 

That Council adopts the amendments to the Asbestos Disposal General Policy.  

OR 

That Council does not adopt the amendments to the Asbestos Disposal General Policy. 

CONSIDERATIONS: 

Risk Management: 

Without a general policy for the disposal of asbestos, there is a greater risk to Council in 
accepting asbestos from the public at waste transfer stations.  Council has separate 
operational procedures for the management of asbestos at Council operated sites. 
Council does not accept commercial quantities of asbestos at waste transfer stations.  

Community and Cultural Heritage: 

The operations at transfer stations accepting asbestos containing products needs to 
consider the safety of all persons involved through the process, including community 
members.  

Natural Environment: 

The general policy ensures changes with the Environmental Protection Regulation 2019, 
changes to Environmentally Relevant Activity 57 are reflected, and Council is acting in 
accordance with those changes.  

Corporate and Operational Plans: 

Focus 5 – Focused Council – Being a leader in local government. 

Statutory: 

Environmental Protection (Regulated Waste) Regulation 2018  
Environmental Protection (Waste ERA Framework) Amendment Regulation 2018 
Environmental Protection Regulation 2019 

CONSULTATION: 

Consultation has occurred with officers affected by this General Policy. 
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ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 – Asbestos Disposal General Policy with track changes
Attachment 2 - Asbestos Disposal General Policy – final version

Gary Everson
Associate Director Service Delivery

Mark Wuth
Director Cairns Infrastructure & Assets
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Attachment 1 – Asbestos Disposal General Policy 
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