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Acid sulfate soils overlay code
[bookmark: _Toc341806783]Application
This code applies to assessing development within the Acid sulfate soils overlay as shown on the Acid sulfate soils overlay maps contained in Schedule 2. 
When using this code, reference should be made to Part 5.
[bookmark: _Toc341806784][bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose 
(1) [bookmark: _Toc341806785]The purpose of the Acid sulfate soils overlay code is to ensure that development which occurs on a site containing or potentially containing acid sulfate soils is undertaken so that the potential risks to the natural and built environment or human health associated with disturbing acid sulfate soils are identified and addressed through avoidance or mitigation.
(2) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes:
(a) the disturbance of acid sulfate soils is avoided;
(b) where the disturbance of acid sulfate soils is reasonably necessary, the generation or release of acid and metal contaminants from acid sulfate soils or potential acid sulfate soils does not have adverse impacts on the natural and built environment and human health.
[bookmark: _Ref365380699]Criteria for assessment 
Part A – Criteria for assessable development

[bookmark: _Toc341806733]Table 8.2.1.3.a – Acid sulfate soils overlay code – assessable development
	Performance outcomes
	Acceptable outcomes
	Applicant response

	For assessable development

	Identification and management of acid sulfate soils

	PO1 
The extent and location of acid sulfate soils likely to be disturbed is accurately identified.
	AO1.1
No excavation or filling occurs on the site.

or

AO1.2
An acid sulfate soils investigation is undertaken.

Note – Planning scheme policy - Acid sulfate soils provides guidance on preparing an acid sulfate soils investigation.
	









		

	PO2
Development avoids disturbing acid sulfate soils or is managed to prevent the release of acid and metal contaminants. 
	AO2.1 
The disturbance of acid sulfate soils is avoided by:
(a)	not excavating or otherwise removing soil or sediment identified as containing acid sulfate soils; 
(b)	not permanently or temporarily extracting groundwater that results in the oxygenation of previously saturated acid sulfate soils; 
(c)	not undertaking filling that results in:
(i) 	actual acid sulfate soils being moved below the water table;
(ii)	previously saturated acid sulfate soils being aerated.
or

AO2.2
The disturbance of acid sulfate soils is undertaken in accordance with an acid sulphate soils management plan and avoids the release of acid and metal contaminants by:
(a)	neutralising existing acidity and preventing the generation of acid and metal contaminants; 
(b)	preventing the release of surface or groundwater flows containing acid and metal contaminants into the environment;
(c)	preventing the in situ oxidation of acid sulfate soils through ground water level management; 
(d)	appropriately treating acid sulphate soils before disposal occurs on or off site; 
(e)	documenting management strategies and reporting requirements in an acid sulfate soils environmental management plan.

Note – Planning scheme policy - Acid sulfate soils provides guidance on preparing an acid sulfate soils management plan.

	

	PO3
No environmental harm is caused as a result of exposure of acid sulfate soils or potential acid sulfate soils.
	AO3.1
No acceptable outcomes are provided.
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